[image: image1.wmf]
Special Educational Needs (SEN)

An Introduction
Children have special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.

What is a learning difficulty?

Children who have a learning difficulty find it harder to learn than the majority of children of the same age, or they may have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the education provided for other children.

(Children do not have learning difficulties simply because their first language is not English. However, some of these children may also have learning difficulties.)

A learning difficulty might cause difficulties with
· some or all of a child’s work

· reading, writing or number work

· a child’s ability to express themselves or understand information

· making friends or relating to adults

· behaviour in school

· personal organisation tasks or activities which depend on sensory or physical skills

The SEN Code of Practice is the guidance that early years settings, maintained schools, Local Authority (LA) and others must follow to identify, assess and make provision for children who have special educational needs (SEN). If you would like a copy of the SEN Code of Practice please contact the Parent Partnership Service.  

The Code (paragraphs 7:52 to 7:63) suggests that there are 4 main areas of SEN. These are
· communication and interaction

· cognition and learning

· behaviour, emotional and social development

· sensory and/or physical needs

Some children have needs in more than one of these areas.

What is special educational provision?

Special educational provision is the extra or different help given to children who have special educational needs.

For children under two years old any educational provision is special educational provision.

Special education provision takes many different forms. Most children who have special educational needs have support in their class. It might be additional or different help provided in a mainstream class for a small group or an individual child. It can include group work or individual support that takes place outside the classroom. It could also be attendance in a specialist class or in a special school.

Every school has a written policy on special educational needs.  You can ask to see this.  It should be available to parents and written in a clear and understandable way.

How many children have special educational needs?

About 1 in 5 children may have special educational needs of some kind. Some children may have special educational needs for a relatively short time; others will have special needs right through their schooling. Some will have special needs in particular curriculum areas, but others may need help with most or all aspects of their education.

A small minority of children who have complex needs may require a Statement of Special Educational Needs. The Parent Partnership Service can provide you with more information about this.

Does your child have special educational needs?

If so, the Parent Partnership Service is here to help you. It offers neutral, impartial and confidential:
· information

· advice

· support

What can the Parent Partnership Service do to help?

· we can give you accurate information and impartial advice about special educational needs

· we understand that you know your child better than anyone

· we can help you to be a partner in your child’s education, and to understand how school or a pre-school setting can help your child

· we can help you to understand reports and letters from the school, pre-school setting or Local Authority (LA)

· we can help you to prepare for meetings with school, the pre-school setting or the LA

· we can go to the meetings with you to give you support

· we can help you to feel confident in working with schools, pre-school settings, the LA and other agencies and professionals who may be involved

· if we cannot answer your query or help you ourselves we can put you in touch with other agencies or voluntary groups who may be able to help

Meetings

If you have a meeting at school or pre-school it is helpful if you

· make sure you know what the meeting is for

· know who is going to be there and why

· let school or pre-school know if you are taking someone with you for support. This could be a friend or relative, someone you trust who is involved with your child or could be a Parent Adviser from the Parent Partnership Service

· make sure that you have been given any relevant information in advance, such as copies of reports to be discussed at the meeting

· have jotted down a note of questions you want to ask or things you wish to discuss

· are clear about what will happen after the meeting 
Assessment of your child’s needs

Sometimes school or pre-school will carry out an assessment of your child’s needs. They may ask someone from outside the school to do this, such as an educational psychologist.
It is important that those assessing your child have as much information as possible about their needs.  You can help by sharing
· your knowledge and understanding of your child

· any information you have from others who have been involved with your child

The Parent Partnership Service can help you to contribute your views.

Some assessments are formal ones, such as Statutory Assessment of Special Educational Needs. The Parent Partnership Service produces a separate leaflet about Statutory Assessment and Statements.  If you would like a copy please ask for the leaflet entitled ‘Statutory Assessment’.  You may also like to ask for the leaflet entitled ‘Statements of Special Educational Needs and Annual Reviews’.

It is also important that your child contributes their views to any assessment, including Statutory Assessment.  Children and young people may need help to do this.  It is helpful if you support your child to do this.  School or pre-school and professionals involved with your child will also be able to help him or her play a full part in the assessment.
Support for you

You have a vital role to play in helping your child.  In order to support your child you may need support.  There are lots of other parents who are in a similar situation and you may like to talk to them, at school or pre-school or at a local parent group.  School or pre-school and the professionals working with your child will be pleased to help and support you.  There are lots of organisations that can help with information and support.  These range from small local parent support groups to large national organisations.
Where can I find out more?

You can ask any of the following people for more information about special educational needs:

· the Special Needs Educational Co-ordinator (SENCO) of your child’s early years setting

· the SENCO or Head Teacher of your child’s school

· the Parent Partnership Service (see back cover for contact details)

· you can ask the Parent Partnership Service for copies (or alternatively you can order copies) of the SEN Code of Practice (DCSF 581/2001) and the Special Educational Needs (SEN) Guide for Parents and Carers (SEN 050) from the DCSF Publications Centre  on 0845 602 2260 

· you can ask one of the many voluntary organisations concerned with SEN. You can find a list of the main national voluntary agencies in the SEN Guide for Parent and Carers

· You can search for organisations on Gloucestershire’s online directory at www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk
The Parent Partnership Service provides information, advice and support to parents and carers of children who have special educational or additional needs.  If you would like any of the information mentioned in this leaflet please contact the Parent Partnership Service.  The service is impartial, confidential and free.
Contact Us …..

Parent Partnership Service

Freephone:

0800 158 3603

Tel:


01452 426448

Text:


0777 137 1845

Fax:  


01452 544010

Email: pps@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Visit our website at:
www.glospps.org.uk
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