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Special Educational Needs (SEN)

Funding for Pupils with SEN in Mainstream Schools
It is estimated that 1 in 5 pupils have special educational needs (SEN) at some time in their school life.  The framework for identifying, assessing and meeting needs is set out in the SEN Code of Practice.

The majority of pupils have their needs met at their local school from within the school’s own resources (budget).  A small number of children who have very significant and complex needs have these needs met by the Local Authority (LA) and the school.  
Schools and LA’s have funding for Special Educational Needs.

How is funding organised?

Each school in Gloucestershire receives a sum of money in its budget to be spent on Special Educational Needs.  This is called ‘delegated funding’.  The school decides how to spend this money to help pupils who have SEN.
The budget allows schools to support children who have difficulties such as dyslexia, dyspraxia, moderate learning difficulties, speech and language difficulties, communication difficulties and social, emotional and behavioural difficulties. 

Children who have long-term, severe and complex needs, requiring a high level of support will have a Statement of Special Educational Needs. This includes children who have significant learning, physical, sensory, communication, behavioural and medical difficulties. 

Depending on the level of support needed, some Statements will be funded by the school and some will be funded both by the school and the LA. 

To find out more about Statements, please ask for the separate leaflet entitled ‘Statements and Annual Review of Statements’, available from the Parent Partnership Service.

Information on funding for schools in Gloucestershire is available to the public and can be found on Gloucestershire County Council’s website at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/senfunding
Who is responsible for the school’s budget and how the money is spent?
The school’s governing body and the Head Teacher are responsible for the budget and how it is spent.  This is a difficult and complex task.  Schools have to allocate the budget carefully amongst a number of pupils and across a wide range of different needs within the school.

Each school has a Governor who has specific responsibility for SEN.  This may include allocating specific support to specific pupils.

The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) is responsible for co-ordinating SEN within the school.

How is an individual pupil supported?

Most pupils who have SEN are supported at either School Action or School Action Plus as set out in the SEN Code of Practice.

There is a separate leaflet entitled ‘School Action and School Action Plus’ available from the Parent Partnership Service.

The SEN Code of Practice (DCSF 581/2001) is available from DCSF Publications Centre on 0845 602 2260.

Who can tell parents more about support at school and delegation of funding for SEN?

Parents can talk to

· the class teacher or Head of Year

· the SENCO

· the Head Teacher

· the school governor who has responsibility for SEN or a parent governor (you can get their contact details from the school prospectus or the school office)

· the Parent Partnership Service 

· a local or national support group or advice organisation

· the Local Authority 

What can parents do if they are concerned about the level of support or lack of support that the school is giving to their child?

Parents need to discuss this with school, it is best to talk first to the class teacher or Head of Year.

You may like to
· talk to the SENCO

· ask for a meeting with the Head Teacher. If this meeting does not resolve the issues then put them in writing to the Head Teacher

· speak to the school governor with responsibility for SEN. If this does not help then put the concerns in writing to the Chair of Governors

For impartial information, advice or support at any time parents can contact the Parent Partnership Service.

What can parents do if they cannot come to an agreement with school?

Parents (and schools) may wish to consider using the Disagreement Resolution Service.  This provides independent mediation to try to resolve disagreement.  Parents or schools can ask for this free service.

In Gloucestershire it is provided by Wessex Mediation.  Parents and schools can contact them on 0845 052 9487 or email: info@wessexmediation.co.uk or via the Parent Partnership Service.  Using this service does not affect any rights of appeal or complaint.

There is a separate leaflet about this available from the Parent Partnership Service.

What if the issues involve the LA as well as the school?

If the concerns are related to Statutory Assessment, Statements or issues that involve the LA and the school, parents can contact the LA Casework Officer for their child’s school.

If the issues are related to a decision made by the LA regarding Statutory Assessment and Statements parents may have a right of appeal to SEND. (Special Educational Needs and Disability Tribunal)
Helpline:
0870 241 2555

Website:
www.sendist.gov.uk
The Parent Partnership Service can talk to you about this.

Contact Us …..

Parent Partnership Service

Freephone:

0800 158 3603

Tel:


01452 426448

Text:


0777 137 1845

Fax:  


01452 544010

Email: 

pps@gloucestershire.gov.uk
Visit our website at: www.glospps.org.uk
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