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Special Educational Needs (SEN)

Educational Psychology Service
The Educational Psychology Service

If your child has special educational needs, the involvement of the Educational Psychology Service may be needed at some time.
Educational Psychologists specialise in child development and education. They work within a range of educational settings, for instance mainstream and special schools, playgroups, children’s centres and colleges.

Their aim is to help parents and carers and professionals in educational settings to find a way of moving a situation forward when a problem has been identified.

The Work of Educational Psychologists

Educational Psychologists work within the guidelines of the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice.  Within this framework they may
· observe children in their educational setting or at home

· talk with staff in educational settings

· talk with parents

· work with children individually to find out their strengths, difficulties and needs

· provide written information about their involvement for parents, educational settings and the Local Authority

· help educational settings and parents to draw up and monitor an Individual Education Plan for a child

· provide the Local Authority with advice for Statutory Assessment 

· offer training to educational settings and parents on a range of issues such as behaviour management and autism

Why might an Educational Psychologist be involved with your child?
An Educational Psychologist might be involved with your child
· when your child is on the School Action / School Action Plus stage of the Code of Practice and the educational setting asks for advice from other professionals

· when your child has learning difficulties or a social, emotional or behavioural difficulty and the educational setting needs support to identify his or her needs and how to move forward

· as part of the Statutory Assessment process

· when your child’s needs have changed significantly

· when your child needs the support given by a special centre or special school
What will the Educational Psychologist do?

When the Educational Psychologist has been asked for advice he or she will probably work in the following way
· talk informally with your child’s teachers and the Special Educational Needs 

Co-ordinator

· observe your child in the educational setting

· talk to, and gather information from, you and other  professionals involved

· discuss appropriate teaching methods and types of support with your child’s teachers

· help to write, implement and review the Individual Education Plan

The Educational Psychologist may also need to
· work individually with your child to identify their strengths, difficulties and needs

· write a record or report of what they have found

The involvement of parents

Educational settings must gain written permission before an Educational Psychologist can be involved with your child.

The Educational Psychologist will always be pleased to discuss your child with you. You will always receive a copy of any report that the Educational Psychologist writes. This will either be sent to you directly or will be sent home by the school.

The Educational Psychology Service seeks and welcomes feedback from parents and uses this information to try to improve its work.

Access to the Service

Educational Psychologists work with children between the ages of 0 and 19 years. They work within the guidelines of the special educational needs Code of Practice.

School Aged Children

A child is usually brought to the attention of an Educational Psychologist by school staff. Parents and other professionals, such as Doctors or Social Workers, 

sometimes ask for advice from an Educational Psychologist about a child. If you have concerns about your child it is best to discuss them with school staff in the first instance.

Pre-school Aged Children

Referrals of pre-school children can be made by parents, specialist early years settings or Health professionals through the Gloucestershire Early Years Notification Panel. If you have concerns about your child, you might like to talk to your Health Visitor or your child’s pre-school first.

How the Service Works

· schools and specialist pre-school settings have an allocated amount of time from the Educational Psychologist

· schools and specialist pre-school settings prioritise work within this time by discussing which children are most in need of support

· educational psychologists plan their work in schools based on detailed discussions with school staff regarding the needs of children. Any actions agreed are then discussed with the parents
Organisation of the Service

The Educational Psychology Service is part of Gloucestershire County Council’s Children and Young People’s Directorate.

The Educational Psychology Service is based in three locations:

Cheltenham & Tewkesbury

The Battledown Centre

Harp Hill 

Cheltenham

Gloucestershire

GL52 6PZ

Senior Educational Psychologist (based at The Battledown Centre) is:

Gabrielle Stacey – Tel: 01242 525448

Gloucester & Forest

Matson Lane

Matson

Gloucester

GL4 6DX 

Senior Educational Psychologist  (based at The Moat Primary School) is:

Teresa Bliss – Tel: 01452 426962

Stroud & Cotswolds

Bownham Park School

Rodborough Common

Stroud

Gloucestershire

GL5 5DA 

Senior Educational Psychologist (based at Bownham Park School) is:

Tonia Robinson – Tel: 01453 873838

Further Information

If you need more information, or have any worries or concerns, please contact

· your child’s school or early years setting

· the Educational Psychologist who visits your child’s school or early years setting

· the Senior Educational Psychologist for the area in which you live

· the Parent Partnership Service

Contact Us …..

Parent Partnership Service

Freephone:

0800 158 3603

Tel:


01452 426448

Text:


0777 137 1845

Fax:  


01452 544010

Email: 

pps@gloucestershire.gov.uk
Visit our website at: www.glospps.org.uk
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