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Special Educational Needs (SEN)
Transition Planning 13 - 19
What is transition planning?
Good transition planning helps young people move through adolescence to adulthood.  It is not a single event or meeting, and may take place over a number of years.  It is a process that should support the young person in thinking about and preparing for the future.
Who is transition planning for?
All young people at school need to think about their future.  They will have various opportunities to discuss this with school staff, their parents, Connexions Personal Advisers and others. 

· For young people who have a Statement of Special Educational Needs transition planning must begin at the Annual Review of their Statement in Year 9.  The Transition Plan must then be reviewed at least annually.

· For young people who have special educational needs at School Action or School Action Plus, who do not have a Statement, schools and Connexions Services may follow similar transition planning arrangements.

· For young people who are vulnerable (for example at risk of exclusion or are ill), schools and Connexions Services may follow similar transition planning arrangements.

You and your child have a vital role to play.  Your involvement can make all the difference.

What is a Transition Plan?

The purpose of a Transition Plan is to prepare the young person for transition from school to adult life.  It needs to cover every aspect of the young person’s life.  This will include
· education, skills and training

· social development

· family

· health

The plan should identify
· the important issues for the young person, and their views on their own transition

· decisions about what needs to be done

· who is responsible for taking action 

· how and when progress with the plan will be reviewed

The layout of Transition Plans may vary.  Details of how to find out more are included at the end of this leaflet. 

Who is responsible for arranging the Transition Plan?

Schools are responsible for drawing up the Transition Plan for young people with Statements of Special Educational Need as part of the Annual Review.  The school must write the Transition Plan in consultation with the local Connexions Service.

Who will be involved?
The school
· will provide information about learning programmes to support your child

You and your family
· will give your views on what you would like for your child after he or she leaves school 

· can say what practical help you may need and how you can support your child in developing personal and social skills needed in adult life

Your child
· will be able to say what they feel their needs are and what they would like to do after leaving school

The Connexions Service
· will be responsible for making sure the Transition Plan is carried out.  Connexions Personal Advisers provide information, advice and guidance for all young people between 13 and 19, whether they are at school, in further education or in or out of work.  A Personal Adviser must attend the Year 9 review and all following Annual Reviews.  The Connexions Service should assist the young person and their family in identifying the most appropriate post-16 provision

Social Care
· may arrange an assessment under the Disabled Persons Act 1986 

· will be involved if a young person is in public care or is a ‘child in need’ (a social care definition)

Health Service staff
· will provide advice on the services that are likely to be required.  This might include speech and language therapy, occupational therapy or physiotherapy  

What will happen at a Transition Planning meeting?

Transition planning will normally take place alongside the Annual Review.  It is particularly important that the young person is encouraged to attend the meeting and take part in the discussion.

A Transition Planning meeting will include
· the young person’s views about their progress and their future

· parents’ and carers’ views

· the views of others who already know the young person – including any written reports

· discussion about what needs to be done to support the young person’s transition

· decisions about who will take what action

· agreement about how and when the plan will be reviewed

At future reviews of the Transition Plan, the meeting will usually start with a review of what has been done since the last meeting and the progress made.

Where can I get further information?

There are some more detailed guides to transition planning.  These may be particularly useful to you and your child if you would like support to prepare for a transition meeting.  They are available from
 Connexions:
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