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Special Educational Needs (SEN)
Jargon Buster
When you have a child who has special educational needs you may see and hear lots of specialist words and abbreviations.  This leaflet aims to explain some of them.  Some of the terms are specialist ones that you may not have heard before.  Some of them are jargon – a quick and easy way of saying something between people who know what they are.
	AN
	Additional Needs

	AR
	Annual Review (of Statement)

	ATS
	Advisory Teaching Service

	BESD
	Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties

	DCSF
	Department for Children Schools and Families

	DRC
	Disability Rights Commission

	EP
	Educational Psychologist

	EWO
	Educational Welfare Officer

	FE
	Further Education

	HE
	Higher Education

	IEP
	Individual Education Plan 

	LA
	Local Authority

	LSW
	Learning Support Worker 

	LSC
	Learning Skills Council

	OFSTED
	Office for Standards in Education 

	PA
	Personal Adviser (Connexions Service) 

	PRS
	Pupil Referral Service

	PSP
	Pastoral Support Plan 

	SEN
	Special Educational Needs

	SENCO
	Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator

	SpLD
	Specific Learning Difficulty

	TA
	Teaching Assistant

	TR (or TAR)
	Transition Review (or Transitional Annual Review)


Advisory Teacher – a specialist teacher employed by the Local Authority to give advice to schools.

Annual Review (AR) – the review of a Statement of Special Educational Needs.  The LA must review the Statement within 12 months of it being written and then each year after that.
Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties (BESD) – the description for children who have social, emotional and behavioural difficulties.  This may result in them being: withdrawn and/or isolated; disruptive and/or disturbing others; hyperactive and/or having difficulties with concentration; having immature social skills; presenting challenging behaviour.  These difficulties may arise from medical disorders and/or difficult home situations.

Behaviour Support Team – a specialist team which gives advice to schools on behaviour management strategies and may work with individual children and young people. In Gloucestershire there is a Primary Behaviour Support Team and a Secondary Behaviour Management Team.

Carer – for the purpose of the SEN Code of Practice a carer is a person named by a Local Authority to care for a child for whom the social care department has a parental responsibility.
Connexions Service – this service provides a single point of access for all 13-19 years olds to help them prepare for the transition from school to further education, work and adult life.

Department for Children Schools and Families (DCSF) – the government department responsible for education.
Disagreement Resolution – all LAs must provide arrangements to help prevent or resolve disagreements between parents whose children have special educational needs and the LA or school. The arrangements must include an independent element.
Early Education Settings – all pre-school education provision such as nursery classes and schools, day nurseries and playgroups.

Educational Psychologist – he/she plays an important role in assessing a child’s special educational needs and giving advice to schools. 

Early Years Action – when the Early Years Setting identifies that a child has special educational needs it takes action and gives help that is additional to or different from the help most other children have. The child usually has an Individual Education Plan (IEP).

Early Years Action Plus – when the Early Years setting, together with outside specialists, identifies that a child has special educational needs it takes action by giving help that is additional to or different from the help most other children have. The child usually has an Individual Education Plan (IEP). The outside specialists, or the advice they give, will contribute to the plan.

Education Welfare Officer – he/she may be involved if there are difficulties with school attendance or issues related to attendance.
Foundation Stage – the Foundation Stage begins when children reach the age of three. Many children attend an early education setting soon after their third birthday. The Foundation Stage continues until the end of the reception year at school.  It leads into Key Stage One of the National Curriculum.

Further Education (FE) - full or part-time education for people who are over compulsory school age (16 years in England) which does not take place in a school.  It can take place in a sixth form College, a further education college or a higher education institution.
Graduated approach – the graduated approach recognises that children learn in different ways and can have different kinds or levels of special educational needs. Step-by-step the school or early years setting may provide additional help. They may also ask for more specialist help in order to assess the child’s needs and give additional help.

Higher Education – higher education courses are generally above the standard of GCSE A level or National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) Level 3. They include degree courses, postgraduate courses and Higher National Diplomas (HND).  Higher education takes place in universities and higher education colleges and in some further education colleges.

Individual Education Plan (IEP) – a document that sets targets for a child to achieve. IEPs should be reviewed at least twice a year. The school or early years setting will arrange to monitor what progress a child is making. The plan should include the following
· learning and behaviour targets for the child

· specific details about the help which will be given to the child

· specialists involved and any activities to be undertaken
· materials and equipment to be used

· teaching targets

· medical and support needs

· how arrangements will be monitored, assessed and reviewed

· the child or young person’s contribution

· help from home – parent support and encouragement is a vital part of this plan.

· IEPs will usually be written for children who have support through Early Years Action, Early Years Action Plus, School Action, School Action Plus or a Statement of Special Educational Needs

Learning Support Worker (LSW) – an assistant who provides support at school for pupils who have SEN and/or disabilities.  An LSW will help the teacher and may work with a particular pupil or with groups of pupils. 

Local Authority (LA) – a local government body that is responsible for providing education.  For children who have SEN the LA is responsible for carrying out Statutory Assessment and maintaining Statements of SEN. It also monitors SEN in schools and early years settings and supports schools with specialist advice.  It must make arrangements for a Parent Partnership Service and for resolving disagreements.
Maintained school – a state school. This includes primary and secondary schools; community, foundation, and voluntary schools; community special and foundation special schools.

Named LA Officer – an officer of the LA who deals with a child’s case and who can talk to parents if there is an enquiry or concern. In Gloucestershire this will normally be the SEN Casework Officer who covers the relevant school.

National Curriculum – a full and statutory entitlement to learning for all pupils. It sets out what should be taught in each key stage of their education and the attainment targets for learning.

Note in Lieu – a document that the Local Authority may produce at the end of a Statutory Assessment. It describes a child’s special educational needs, explains why a Statement is not needed and sets out what should be done to help a child. All reports received during the Statutory Assessment process are attached. The LA will ask for parents’ approval before sending this document to school and involved professionals.

Office for Standards in Education (OFSTED) – the inspectors responsible for inspecting all schools in England.

Parent – Section 567 of the Education Act 1996 defines a Parent. This includes any person who is not a parent of the child but has parental responsibility or cares for her/him.

Parent Partnership Services – provide confidential advice and information at ‘arms length’ from the LA, to parents whose children have special educational needs. They provide neutral and factual support on all aspects of the SEN framework to help parents play an active and informed role in their children’s education. 

Pastoral Support Plan (PSP) – a plan drawn up by school to support children at serious risk of disaffection or exclusion. Some schools may write a PSP for a pupil with SEN or may include it within the child’s Individual Education Plan so that it includes appropriate strategies to meet the needs. A PSP should never replace an Individual Education Plan or replace the graduated response to special educational needs.

Portage – home based educational support for pre-school children who have special educational needs.

Pupil Referral Service – specialised small setting provided by the LA to provide education for children who are unable to attend school.
School Action – when a class or subject teacher identifies that a child has special educational needs they take action by giving help that is additional to or different from the help most other children have. The school will usually write an Individual Education Plan (IEP).
School Action Plus – when a class or subject teacher, working with the Special Needs Co-ordinator and advice or support from outside specialists, identifies that a child has special educational needs they take action by giving help that is additional to or different from the help most other children have. The school will usually write an Individual Education Plan (IEP).

Special educational needs (SEN) – children who have special educational needs have a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. Children who have a learning difficulty find it harder to learn than the majority of children of the same age, or they have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the education provided for other children.

SEN Code of Practice – a guide for early years settings, schools, Local Authorities and other statutory agencies about the help that they can give to children who have special educational needs. LA’s and schools must take into account the Code when considering a child who has special educational needs.

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) – this is the name used for the teacher who has  responsibility for the coordination of special educational needs provision within a school. Every school must have one.
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) – an independent body that hears appeals made by parents against
· decisions that the Local Authority makes about Statutory Assessment and Statements

· disability discrimination issues

The Tribunal’s decision is binding on both parties to the appeal.

Special School – a school that is just for children who have Statements of Special Educational Needs and who have difficulties which need specialist help not usually found in mainstream schools.

Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD) – learning difficulties in specific areas, such as dyslexia or dyspraxia, reading and writing, number work.

Statutory Assessment – a very detailed assessment of a child’s special educational needs.  It includes advice from parents, Education, Health and Social Care and also the advice of any other professional involved with a child.  This can also be called a multi-disciplinary assessment.  It may lead to a Statement of Special Educational Needs.

Statement of Special Educational Needs – a legally binding document between parents and the LA.  It sets out a child’s special educational needs, the extra help he or she will get and who provides it.  It gives arrangements for reviewing and monitoring the Statement.

Transition Review (TR) – the Annual Review of a Statement of a young person in Year 9.  A Connexions Personal Adviser is involved. A Transition Plan is drawn up. Parents and the young person should be involved.

Transition Plan – a plan drawn up after the Year 9 Annual Review of a Statement. The plan sets out the steps that need to be taken to move from school to further education, work and adult life. It should take account of the views of the young person, his/her parents and all the professionals involved with the young person. It must involve the Connexions Service Personal Adviser.

Contact Us …..

Parent Partnership Service

Freephone:

0800 158 3603

Tel:


01452 426448

Text:


0777 137 1845

Fax:  


01452 544010

Email: 

pps@gloucestershire.gov.uk
Visit our website at: www.glospps.org.uk
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